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memory than any man I ever knew, my lord Falkland only
excepted, who I think sided him." Between Falkland and
Hales there was much in common besides small stature and
great learning. They were alike in diffidence and mistrust
of their own powers : Hales was as reluctant to take a cure
of souls as Falkland to accept political office. They were
alike suspected of Socinianism; and with equal injustice.
They were alike in their broad-minded views on religious
toleration. Hales happened to be in Holland as chaplain
to Sir Dudley Carleton, the ambassador at the Hague, at
the time of the Synod of Dort (1618), and was sent by
his chief to watch and report upon the proceedings. " He
hath left," says Clarendon," the best memorial behind him
of the ignorance and passion and animosity and injustice
of that convention; of which he often made many pleasant
relations." The Synod was the turning-point in his intel-
lectual life. Like Falkland he became "a bigot for tolera-
tion M. " Nothing troubled him more than the brawls which
were grown from religion; and he therefore exceedingly
detested the tyranny of the Church of Rome; more for
their imposing uncharitably upon the consciences of other
men than for the errors in their own opinions: and would
often say that he would renounce the religion of the Church
of England to-morrow if it obliged him to believe that
any other Christians should be damned." A truly remark-
able utterance in the age of Baillie and Baxter, of Bancroft
and Laud; but that it was the national and characteristic
expression of a singularly beautiful spirit is clear from
Clarendon's description of the man. " No man more strict
and severe to himself: to other men so charitable as to their
opinions that he thought that other men were more in fault
for their carriage towards them than the men themselves
were who erred; and he thought that pride and passion
more than conscience were the cause of all separation from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